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HILLSIDE CLUB NEWSLETTER 

FILM CRITICS CIRCLE 
Monday, July 11,………………………………7:30 pm 
Monday, July 25,………………………………7:30 pm 
 

CYBERSALON – TECHNOLOGY AND 
SOCIETY MEETING 

Saturday, July 16………………….6:00 – 8:00 pm 
 

BOARD MEETING 
Monday, July 18………………………………..7:30 pm 
 

FIRESIDE MEETING 
Monday, August 1…………….... 6:30 – 9:00 pm 
 

Club Calendar 
 

Membership Matters 
 The Club welcomes new members Verena 

Schumacher, Pamela Michaud, Margie Kirk, 
and Cynthia Josayma. For existing members, 
the question of the day is: Have you paid your 
membership dues and indicated what you’d 
like to do/see more of/see less of this coming 
year at the Club? If so, Thank You! And if not 
yet, we hope you will soon…. 
Also, if you’re not sure if a photo was taken  
of you for the Club’s forthcoming new 
yearbook, and you have a recognizable digital 
photo of yourself, please email it to 
info@hillsideclub.org — many members like 
being able to attach a face to a name! 
 

The concert of June 17, Riffat Sultana and 
Party, drew rave review from the attendees, 
even those who hadn’t been sure it would 
“be their thing” — so be adventurous, and try
attending one of the wonderful eclectic 
concerts organized at the Club by Bryan 
Bowman. Club members get a discount! 
At the moment, the next concert is 
scheduled for August 12, when we’ll hear 
well-known drummer Scott Amendola and his 
band. However, Bryan may pull one out of 
the hat for July as well. To get regular 
concert announcements, email 
concerts@hillsideclub.org or visit 
www.hillsideclub.org/concerts/concerts.htm 
  

Hillside Concerts 
 

July  2005

No July Fireside Meeting 
 We hope all members will be too busy 

grilling and celebrating the Fourth of July to 
yearn for it. But we hope to see you at the 
next Fireside Meeting, on the first Monday in 
August, when Jerry Michalski will speak 
about the role of outsiders in making 
discoveries and The Brain. 
 

Film Critics Circle 

On Monday July 11, we’ll be showing Inuit 
tale “Atanarjuat, the Fast Runner.” 
Monday July 25, we’ll show the documentary
“Time Bomb,” which applies the Michael 
Moore genre to economics and political 
science with a blend of humor, musical 
parody, and serious inquiry — filmmaker 
John Ince will answer questions afterwards. 
These showings are free to members, and 
we hope to see you there.  
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As you’ll note, the last page of this 
issue of the newsletter is a list of the 
DVDs we have on hand for our twice-
monthly free movies at the Hillside 
Club. Charlene Woodcock, Film Critic 
in Chief, says:  
“We’re showing feature films every 
second and fourth Monday evening at 
7:30, and we’d love to have more of 
you participate! Movie fans, please let 
me know which six you’d most like to 
see, either by marking the list that 
accompanies your mailed newsletter  

 

 

of a (modestly) paying audience in a great space. 
People are encouraged to work outside their 
established forms, and work must be new/in 
formation. Writers are encouraged to participate, 
with the caveat that material they read must be 
unpublished and with the understanding that the 
evening is about cultural production, not public 
affairs: no journalism and no lecturing allowed! 
(For that, the Hillside Club has its Fireside 
Meeting and CyberSalon forums.) 
The first “New Works in the Nabe” is scheduled 
for Friday August 5; the goal is to select 
participants for this first event by July 15. For 
more information about “New Works in the 
Nabe,” contact the instigator, Club member 
Paulina Borsook (l o r i s @ w e l l . c o m) 
 

Film Critics Circle Survey 
 

Calling All Artists 
 Under the auspices of the Hillside 
Concert Series, we are experimenting 
with using the Club as a venue for artists 
to workshop new material. Writers, 
musicians, filmmakers, videographers, 
performance artists, dancers, and actors 
are encouraged to apply. The thought is 
to make “New Works in the Nabe” an 
evening of mixed genres featuring 
different kinds of performers. This is not 
an open mike/amateur night/poetry 
slam; instead it provides a juried venue 
for folks to try out new material in front 
  

 
and returning it to me or emailing me your choices
if you access the newsletter electronically. You 
can find information about the films at 
www.imdb.com on the Internet. 
We welcome your suggestions as well. We’re also 
planning to devote an evening each month to 
showing documentaries and independent films, 
with the director on hand when possible. These 
will be public screenings, open to all, with a small 
charge for non-members. We’ve scheduled 
Berkeley documentary filmmaker Les Blank for 
Monday August 8. If you know a local filmmaker or 
know of one willing to come to Berkeley for a 
screening, please let me know.” 
Charlene Woodcock, 2355 Virginia St., Berkeley CA
94709 or c h a r l e n e @ w o o d y n e t . n e t 

 

Thanks to the hard work and generous contributions of 
many new and long-time members, as well as great efforts 
by outgoing President John Govers, the Hillside Club is 
gradually returning to solvency, adding new members, and 
gaining a broad range of new cultural programs. 

We have a number of events coming up, including a 
discussion with computer industry visionary Esther Dyson 
on July 16; a showing of Time Bomb by filmmaker John 
Ince on July 25; an evening of “works in progress” with 
Jonathon Keats, Paulina Borsook, and Susan McCarthy 
on August 5; an appearance by film maker Les Blank on 
August 8; and a performance by the Scott Amendola Group
on August 12. Note that we won’t be having a Fireside 
meeting in July, though we will be showing films, and there
will be a Fireside meeting in August. 

To keep up the positive momentum of our cultural 
programs and events (and solvency), we need to keep 
adding members, Club events, and rentals, to find new 
sources of funding, to improve Club facilities and 
infrastructure, and to evolve small groups of people willing 
to take responsibilities for the Club’s needs. We also need 

Letter from the President 
answers to questions like: Where do we want to be in a 
year? How can we turn the financial situation from one of 
barely getting by into one that allows us to offer resources 
to artists and the local community? Who are the most 
interesting and interested persons who might want to join 
the club? 

Just over 100 years ago, the pioneering Hillside Club 
members—an exceptional group of artists, architects, 
activists, academics, designers, scientists, and public 
servants—quietly worked to improve their local community,
create their own cultural events, and to leave a legacy that 
has made the Berkeley hills a highly livable place ten 
decades later. The Club and the world may have changed, 
but those seem like fine traditions for us to uphold. 

If you have thoughts about the Club, or time you might 
contribute, I’d like to hear from you. Email is easiest: j e f f
@ u b o i s . c o m, but if that’s not convenient, please find 
me at the next meeting, or call me (preferably between 3 
and 6 pm) at 510 843 3733. 

Thanks, 

 - Jeff Ubois 

 


